&5
Gy
Approved For Release ; 102/07 : CIA-RDP78-01617A006000010071-3
PP T%%% CRET 958
4

0 -8 APR 1949
( 2,

e

CENERAL .

1. US reguesis Czechoslovak release of US soldiers--The
Depariment of State has insiructed US Ambassador Jacobs
in Prague to urge the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister in-
formally but emphatically that he arrange for the immediate
deportation of the two US soldiers who were recently con-
victed of esplonage by the Czechoslovak Government. Jacobs
has been told to point out to the Foreign Minister that he
must be aware that no girounds exist for an espionage charge
and that the trial was a {ravesty of justice. Jacobs has been
advised to emphasize particularly to the Foreign Minister
that the US Governmeiw and public could never countenance
such a2 miscarriage of justice involving American citizens
and thai a marked detevioration of US-Czechoslovak rela-
tions is bound to ensue if this requoest is denied.

( The Department of State has requested US Political
Adviser Riddlebarger in Frankfurt to discuss with General
Clay the possibility of iaking sieps other than closing off
the Czechoslovak-US Zone Germany border if the Czecho-
slovak Goverpment refuses to release the two US soldiers.
The Department has informed Riddiehevger of its view
that no steps should be taken af this iime which might lead
to a break in US-Czecnosiowk diplomatic relations.
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